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The Serbian Ministers then began to go through the
fateful document. Their emotion grew as its tenor and
object became clear. Nobody cared to be the first to speak.
At last Ljuba Jovanovitch got up, and said, "Well, there is
nothing to do but die fighting." 18 Obviously the first thing
to do was to telegraph the news of GiesTs action to the
Serbian Ministers in foreign countries, stating that "the
demands are such that no Serbian Government could ac-
cept them in their entirety."19 -The representatives of the
Powers at Belgrade were similarly notified at once. A
special appeal for help was instantly dispatched to Russia,20
reaching Sazonov and Paleologue, as we have seen, very
early next morning before they had slept off the fatigue of
the Franco-Russian festivities. This was followed by a
moving plea from the Prince Regent of Serbia to the Tsar:
"We are unable to defend ourselves and beg your Majesty
to come to our aid as soon as possible. The much-appre-
ciated goodwill which your Majesty has so often shown
toward us inspires us with the firm belief that once again
our appeal to your noble Slav heart will not pass un-
heeded."21 The King of Italy also was invoked, to use
his good offices to induce his Austrian ally to prolong the
time-limit and moderate the demands.22
Meanwhile the Cabinet Ministers who were away, tak-
ing part in the electoral campaign, had been summoned
back in all haste to the capital. Pashitch arrived within a
few hours at 5 o'clock on Friday morning, July 24. At 10
o'clock the Cabinet began a long and gloomy session, but
no decision as to an answer was reached. It met again in
the evening, and still again on Saturday morning, knowing
that an answer of some kind must be given before 6 P.M.
18 Armstrong, p. 272.
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